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Terra Nostra Sustainability
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Terra Nostra™ is committed to making the world a better place to live by supporting sustainability initiatives on an on-going and growing basis. It is our mission: through vision, persistence and a love of our planet through the senses impassioned by chocolate and pure common sense, that we are always looking for ways to incorporate global sustainability in all that we do. Using only superior ingredients: Terra Nostra Organic is premium organic decadence that has resurfaced the authenticity of chocolate 

· No Pesticides

· No Antibiotics

· No GMOs

· No Hormones

· 0 Trans Fat

· Kosher Dairy
Equitable Trade (In its Infancy Stage)
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Supporting the developing world/ community, sustainability guidelines and Fair Trade standards, which helps to ensure both the health and quality of the food we ingest as well as raises the economic/living conditions and standards which in turn supports a healthier wealthier earth.

Green-e Credits for Terra Nostra Organic Chocolate bars
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Terra Nostra Organic has taken the next step in aiding global sustainability as a proud buyer and participant of sustainable business practices by offsetting its carbon emissions though the purchase of RECs (Renewable Energy Credits) and is third party certified by US leader in green energy certification known as Green-e.  More information please go to www.green-e.org.
What this means: Terra Nostra Organic offsets 100% of its carbon emissions of all its bars manufactured in the US by purchasing wind power credits through clean and green as well as being certified by the leading US green energy third party-certifier known as Green-e. This renewable energy displaces energy produced by more traditional sources such as coal and natural gas, resulting in cleaner air and improving the health of the community. One can often compare it to taking x amount of cars off the road or planting x amount of trees resulting in cleaner air and offsetting the negative effects of fossil fuel and energy consumption/ carbon emissions. For instance, take an example of a larger retail chain that offsets 41,000 metric tons of Green House Gas emissions – which in just over two years is equivalent to taking 8000 cars off the road.  On a smaller scale Terra Nostra Organic offsets 248,000kWh per year with Renewable Energy Credits from Clean and Green that is the equivalent of taking 23 cars off the road and eliminating 512,145 lbs of CO2. Cool. 
What is Wind Power? It is the conversion of wind energy into forms of useable energy such as electricity by using wind turbines. Have you ever seen a large wind mill tower? Now imagine hundreds or thousands. It’s a renewable energy source which means it doesn’t exhaust the earth’s supply of fossil fuels nor does its operation produce carbon dioxide, sulphur dioxide, mercury or any other type of air pollutant. 

Terra Nostra Organic (alongside huge corporations such as Whole Foods and Starbucks that are on the top 25 list of having offset their carbon emissions through buying renewable energy ) shows that it doesn’t matter how great or small the contribution: we all have a voice, it all matters. After all, ten voices or a thousand voices still = a choir.
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Terra Nostra’s RiceMilk Choco™ bars
Our RiceMilk™ Choco bars adhere 100% to Fair Trade standards meaning all the raw ingredients are both certified organic as well as Fair Trade. The bars bear our Equitable-Trade Logo. We are currently working on applying these standards to our entire product line. This is a work in progress.

Not only are the RiceMilk Choco™ bars organic as well as Equitable Trade (Fair Trade & beyond), the energy plant that is used to process the RiceMilk Choco™ bars was built for sustainable chocolate production and is based on an energy system known as Heat Exchange where the heat is transferred to cold and vice-versa, with Energy efficiency of up to 82%, making the process both cost effective and environmentally friendly.

How it works:

It is a closed water circulation (heating and cooling water) with a container of 4m3 (cubic meters). In the winter months it is possible to add the conventional heating if needed. In the summer months the excess heat is expelled with an air condensator.

Due to the big tanks, it is possible to operate the warming pump only at night and over the weekend with cheaper rates. During the chocolate production warmth and coldness is taken from the tanks and fed into the systems with the two main pumps at 2.4 kW (kilowatts) each. Because of this the warming pump does not need electrical energy.

Kosher Dairy Certification
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All of our bars are kosher dairy certified including our Ricemilk Choco bars. In the US Rabbi Kaplinsky oversees and certifies all of our US manufactured bars. In order for our bars to be considered kosher, not only do the food ingredients need to be kosher certified but the equipment used in food processing must also be kosher. Equipment used to manufacture products containing non-kosher ingredients may acquire a non-kosher status. Therefore, production that takes place after non-kosher production is completed, can be rendered non-kosher by virtue of the equipment used, even if the ingredients are kosher.

Sustainable Harvest International

Terra Nostra Organic also works independently. In Nicaragua we are partnering with SHI, through community sponsorship, which allows for the development and infrastructure of a community. For instance, one of the first steps is teaching farmers and families to feed themselves by planting & harvesting various indigenous crops in order to FEED THEMSELVES - giving developing countries the tools and equipment they need to sustain themselves FIRST. For more information on SHI please visit http://www.sustainableharvest.org or call: 207-669-8254

In another initiative, Sustainable Harvest International (SHI) has been selected to benefit from Stonyfield Farm’s ‘Bid With Your Lid’ program. Terra Nostra Organic is proud to work with the first of many fundraising and awareness campaigns with Sustainable Harvest International for direct community development alongside Stonyfield and Stash Teas. All funds go directly to SHI to help build better communities in order to help give them the resources they require to advance and grow within those communities. 

Little Things & Around the Office & Production
Using vegetable based inks for our wrappers as well as promo materials
Using Printers/ suppliers that incorporate recycling/ green business

Turning off lights & computers at the end of the day

Recycling paper and buying recycled paper

Printing paper only when necessary
KFM Foods International Inc.

 2385 Burrard St., Vancouver, BC, V6J 3J2

Tel: 604.267.3505 Fax: 604.267.3582 Toll: 1.888.439.4443 www.terranostrachocolate.com
Media Contact: Gwenm Carsley, Public Relations 604.375.0369 gwenm@terranostrachocolate.com


